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The Publiſher of the Original 
in Lat in, to the Reader. 


CHRISTIAN READER, 
Here be many who have 
_ written of Abſolute 
Theology, and that oft- 
times to little purpoſe ; but 
J have never heretofore met 
with any who have treated 
of Comparative Theology. 
When by chance I happen- 
ed firſtto read this diſcourſe, 
it did appear ſo excellent, 
the ſubjeFF ſo neceſſary, and 
treated withal in that ſa- 
ving way, which is not com- 
| 2 mon, 


. 
: 
= 


wr 76 the Reader. 


be has for /0 
Anuſtructor of ft 
', ohbogy in ſome Univerſity. To 
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mon, that 1 thought the ma 
Tt of i it publick would be | 
4 good wt done t0 all 250 | 
4 aſpire after ſolid knowledge 
in Chriftianity and RY 
things. | 

T1f you deſire to know the 
Author, the diſſertation it- 
Self does plainly ſhew, that 
me time been the 
dents in The- 


_ know more of bim is not ne- 


8 it may be, not expe- 
ient, while there are fuch 


heats among . ſeveral par- 
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ties of Chriſtiaus. In the 
a it were to be wiſh 
ed, that t boſe who have the 
charge of others, to inſtfu(t\ 
them in divine things, would 
ſeaſon them with the like do- 
Crine: Then ſhould we ſee 
Chriſtian Churches and com- 
monwealths, and every pri- 
vate perſon alſo, grow, and 
advance daily in all good, and 
in peace and favour with God 
and man. Which may our in- 
finitely. good Cod grant +. to 
whom be glany _ ever. As 
Dre N att vga ket | 
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———— Jo from 
3 How far theChri> 
ſtian world is at this day from 
theſe divine qualities, is bur 
transformed the Chriſtian do- 
ctrine by their gloſſes; that it 
is now hardly to be found a+ 
1 mong them in its truth and 
ſimpfieity. The doctrine of 
Jieſus Chriſt, as it is delivered 


unto us by his Apoſtles, is 
= Sh not 


To the Reader. 


vi 
not now to be conſideted ag 


ſtandard of Chriſtianity. 


the 
2 much as the Shorter and 


larger Catechiſius, th | 
minſter Confeſſion, the Trehi 
Creed and Canons, &c. In 
defence of which men relin: 
quiſh and reject the true ſpi. 
rit and eſſence of Chriſtiagis 
neighbours ; and frame to 
themſelves ſuch a doctrine as 
will flatter their corrupt na- 
ture, and foſter their pride ane 
envy. In ſome nations it has 
been the great idol of diſſer- 
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wii . To th Reader. 
ing families and tribes, to keep 
up their feuds and cnmities 
among themſelves, and to pro- 
ſecute them to the laſt extre- 
mities in the mutual deſtru 
tion of one another. Such 
a bloody and irreconcilable 
diſpoſition, though it has been 
Juftly eſteemed barbarous in 
them, is yet look'd upon to 
be a gracious and a holy zeal | 
in the ſeveral tribes and par · 


ties of Chriſtians, every one 


contending ſo earneſtly, and 
diſpuring with ſuch heat and 


concern, that they may main- 
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tain their own ſect and ſet of 
opinions, in oppoſition to all 
others. And the generality 

of the reſpective ſpiritual 
heads and guides are ſo far 
from doing their duty in re- 
ſtraining theſe barbarities, 
that they will not hear of a- 
ny principles or propoſals 
that may tend this way; but 
if any thing be offered that 
may contribute to ſweeten 
the minds of men toward one 
another, they make it their 
buſineſs to treat the propo- 
ſers as common enemies, and 
al | 4 4 ro 


* To'the Reader: \ 
to give ſuch characters, both 
of them and of their ſenti- 
ments, as may lead the peo: 
ple to abhor n ait 7 
rl: Ap uno 1104 
The eue which the 
falſe repreſentations of reli. 
gion do to the true intereſt 
thereof, and to: the ſouls of 
men, are innumerable : and 
how hurtful they are to {0+ 
cieties and commonwealths, 
the preſent, as well as formet 
ages, is a ſufficient evidence. 
The factions in the State can 
never ſind ſuter tools for car · 
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rying on their deſigns, than, 
des tas the Church; who 
are ready to ſacrifice both 
the liberties and wealth of 
their country, with the life 
of religion itſelf, to the lit- 
tle intereſts of their parties. 
So that we are all concerned, 
both as we ate men, and as 
we are Chriſtians, in this 
our day to know the things 
that belong to aur peace, 
before they be bid from our 
bee bitt af h 
A212 d ni nod od 
The following diſcourſe 
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was originally intended. by 
the Author, to form in the 
minds of thoſe youth, whom 
he was to train up in Theo- 
logical ſtudies, ſuch juſt and 


raiſe their concern for choſe 
chings in it that are abſo 
lutely neceſſary and eſſenti- 
al; and preſerve them from a 
blind, ungovernable and fu - 

| ja for thoſe ;othet 
things, Which are either 
merely circumſtantial, or at 


leaſtgor neceſſary, norof the 
30a eſſence 
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eſſence thereof, altho they 
are now become the pillar and 
ground of moſt, if not of all 
the un happy and unaccount« 
able contentions that are a- 
broad in the Chriſtian world. 
And a written copy thereof 
falling into the hands of ſome 
perſons, for whoſe judgment 
the Author has a great eſteem, 
they obtained his — 
to make it publick. Sceing 
ſome perſons have dern rea- 
dy, ſince the publication 
thereof, to give ill impreſſi / 
ons of it unto thoſe who do 
52099 
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rior underſtand the Latii) 


0 
tongue, it has been though IN 7 
fit eo publiſn it in Exgliſui f 4 
that ſuch might peruſe it with 
their own, and not with o : 


ther mens eyes. The few 
enlargements that have been 
made in this Tranſlation are 
placed between crotchets L ]. 
ſo that they will be eaſily 
1 diſcerned by the Reader. 
1 93 
"That this diſtourſe may, 
S the bleſſing of God, con- 
 erabute to lead men to the 
true knowledge and love of | 
4 God \ 
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Gad in Chriſt) Feſus, and to 
mutual peace and charity 
with one anotber, is the ear - 
% prayer both of the Au- 
2 thor and Publiſher. 5 55 


p ; : 3247 a 8 i 44448 - : 14 

9 — e * 
DIGIITER en 220 O76 
- 


AY 


s 
be Or ENrs. 


0 Nee, Ne WR V $ 


ns WI? pa. N 
Abe lasduchen 


e 


ay ——_ the di 7 0 
Theology into CA 4 and mY 

rative. Both are deſcribed. 

Weener ariſing from ibe 

ance of Comparative Tb 

« The beads 4 the e follows 


di courſe, vu I 


4 


8 80 n 1 


Wherein Comparative Theo 
#s hand in a general 2 


The fate wherein man was 
* Mus duty in that © 


5 The reaſon o the pro- 
bition e the tree of 
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Te ground of tbe diftinion of The- 
ology into. abſolute and compara- 
tive. Bath arg deſcribed. Ins 
conveniencies arifing from the ig= 

norance of comparative T heolog y. 
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a are ed and 1 by 
Jonny that they ars di- 
A rected 
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2 Comparative'Thedlogyi 
retted to the glory of God anti 
che ſulvation of mem: yet they 
are not all of the ſame weight and 
importance; but being weighed 
Ar The balance of a ſound judge 
met, ſome of them are found 29 
be more weighty. than others. 


able to him that ſatriſisen und burkte 
offoings, 1 Sam. xv. 22. Hof. . G 
and Sur bleſſed Lord calls\jadge 
ment, mörty ud ruth; compared 
withirgthes of mit, cummin and u. 
whe, ic Harun vlt "THe mer 
wweigbry things of the lam, Math 
Arik az. From this conſideration 
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Comparative Theology 3 
there ariſeth a diſtinction or diyi : 
ſion of that till, knowledge aud un 
ter/innging, which is conyerſant a: 
monly called 7 beology, ori Divini⸗ 
ty, into ahſalute, and neſpectiue or 
cmpα¹%,t! Abſolute T beolog.y, ox 
that knowledge of religion which 
I call abſolute, conſiders its oh 
ject anly as revealed and enjain : 
ed, or ĩnſtituted by God ʒ and its 
buſineſs is, to fin 
Which are propoſed to. us in the 
Serigrures to be — or 


| 


ele nan Hate arte, bauHν νι 


aw 5% . A 2 Ä 


b 
t 
- 
2 
* 
d 
is 
I, 


6 Comparative Theology. 


tune þiety is neglected, and divine 


chaticy and brotherty lovedare 
waxed cold; chat they are v 


and remiſs in rooting out the duſta 


rupt mature, When in the mat 
time thay lay themſelves out with 
zeal and application ſor the: pr 
Pagaiing ſome opinions that be ti- 
ther obſdure or uncertain, but no 
ways neoeſſary, and for the ſup- 
preſſimꝑ others of the ſame nature 
which ate not huntful ; that fone 
religious rites and ceremonies ure 
pentitiacioufly> retained by fone 
_ Ebriſtians, and as obſtinately 1 
jected by others; that they are uv 


peace with vice und vicious per- 
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nerality of Chriſtians either do not 


4% Se, are of more weight than 
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fong, while they wage a eruel wur 


with error and etring perſons:theſe 
things are not ſo much to be im- 


knowleage: of religion, ast of that 


enn. xhis be attributed to their ho 
ing ignorant of any Chriſtian pre- 
cept, ori of any abſolute divine 
truth that is of any import to ſabs | 
vation! but it ĩs becauſe the ge 


know, or will not — 


much renentance; ſelf-devialy mur- 


ii of the fleſhy: charity, him 


2 


| 
| 


N — receſſes of w_ 


d py 


che Maria! principles of teligidn 


| excemredin botheaſes. Sinoa then 
= affollarye extent, boch for Otdbr⸗ 
 iogitti6lives-and matiners of pris 


vard Ohtiſtians aright, and torſts 
tlingithe publick affairs which cons 
cer the peace of the Chutehes 
within themſelves, and their mu- 
tual Erd with one 'anbrher'$ 
n | 
it will be a good office done to 
you;' and nothing Gngreesble he 


dhe reſt of my heurers if I Ihall 
flurmiſh you with a key, by which 


you may enter into the moſt re- 
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oth, Ngo: 570 mak 7 1511s 17 
10 howgle 3 in o general way. "The 
%1of{gte. wherein, man was; created. 
#1, den s duty,ip that. fate, The 
517 reaſon of the prohibition concerur 
me tbe tree of knowleage of. good 
A, @8d.gah.... The fall of man occar 
1 fenced the enlargement of religion. 
A general idea of this T h 
=0 lle To wn5bnogabnr bots Anν] 
$:44 AS to the Ny it is to be 
bns x conſidered, that he ef 
fence. of, religion, or of; the duty 
whichman owes to God, or which 
God requires of many, in, wharſor 
ever ſtate, whether that of inter 
eee, dene 
20} 0 A 


ener The beology. 11 
on afrer the fall, or n! 
Felicity; doch foley conſſſt in the 
en GB»; às dür Saviour 
teatheth us, — III. 22. Where 
he ſays) that the Hrſt and grekteſt 
commandmert Of the lab 18) to 

Tove the Zora our God with All our 
brort, and with all our ſdùlj with 
all our mind, and with our 


finxib. For God being el Eſuf- 
ficient, and independent of —_ Q= 


cher beitigs, did not in — — 

— — the and 
their ſerviee: but being determi- 
ned by ae Hes Un M 
A ere act of kis good 
pleaſure, to take his deligült with 
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Lord 100 Madlen Mas made, and 
veſted; with che dominion of it. 
1 Ari 3s rid ab 4utÞ it» ick 
2X . For fo ſo great favours, o 
> ly diſpenſed unto man, God = 
| required, or rather expected no o- 
ther teſtimony of a grateful mind, 
but Lo. And that his love 
bg generous 
d unlimited, Nat. neceſſitated, 
"forced arefiridted; i it wasthe will 
of Cgch rhat man ſhauld. be at bis 
= diſpoſal; and therefore. he 
— him with a free power 
bel 


ning. the acts and exer-. 
ſes of his ous; to theſe. ar 
other Pans * 4dbering ro 
ONT n 7 


un; 
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C. YU. 5 
hum; and providech he Bill Cu- 
nued to love God, and 8 plade 
his delight in him alone, 
Mas forbidden him: all 
Were awful bote Mini u 
maſter of power moſt a 
otlly in Rd but'alfo it a 
moral ſenſe) to diſpoſe of all His 
Secu and of the creatures ſub- 
ected to him, at his pleufure, lid 
that without any offence to Godl. 
As for the tree of knowledge of 
oed atid evil, concerning which 
| che Scriptures inform us, that & 
charged Adam not to eat of it 
chis was not done our of envy 5 
if God had grudged him chat p 45 
| Wow fruit, (as he was andere by 
gf! To A 8 : 
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16 Conporative Theddogy: 
the devil). or intended in the lem 
neee 


2 —— 
his faculties and all things un- 
der his command at his pleaſure; 
without» prejudice always of the 
love he ed to his Maker : but 
ir ĩs not improbable that God ha- 
— Par PArarab>y"Dog 


b voce ohe emer 
tures; did forbid him the uſe of 
bae mee, either becauſe bis incli+ 
nations to ĩt were greater than was 

ty / br that by this ſymbal, be 
might keep man mindful, chat he 
held all che reſt, whereof t my 
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uſe was allowed to him, b — 
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cendled darkneſs, anguiſh and diſ- 
quiet: After, I yy that 2 
Gad--was:\determined to — 
man, ———— re. 


of his duty. aoigiler 01-yoignol 
01 A 97. 


cate Theokigy. ry 
5. Out of what hach beef 
ready ſaid, this fuecinct asd g. 
ral idea of the doctrine of cb 
rativs Theology doch ariſe; . In 
the: ſtate of matar's imeg rg dd 
innocenct, the lode f Gol made up 
the whole of religion ; O Wu 
there any other duty incumbent 
on man, but to love the” Lord hi 
God 'with all his beurt. Rguln, in 
conſidered as it is to he repalbꝰd 
ſtill makes the firſt; the chief and 
capital part of religion; Which - 
lone is deſired for itſelf, and fr 
Whoſe ſake all che other things he- 
| longing to religion are eh: 
VE. 1 ſo 
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religion, ſhewing the-weight. 
import ance of all the parts 
Two 1 in it -worthy of 2 


(8. Fg a more * 

diſtinct explication of 
this doctrine of Comparative The- 
ology, thus ſummarily propoſed, we 
are in the next place to ſhew how, 
and in what order, all the other 
on do reſpect charity or the love 
F Goo, and ſerve for kindling up 

+ | again 
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uithout the grace and merry of 
God pardoning his offende, O 
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agar thut heavenly flame in the 
hearts of men. i801 uh et og 


bow ills aids 10 H bas d 1 


92 Firſt them inaſimuebh ab 
had utmworthily violated the 


hunſelf God's diſpleaſure, and ex- 
poſed himſelf umoerernal death 
ie:/was-impothble that he *could' 
be reftored/unto his former tate, 


theſe terms, (and none more eaſy 
could de eher deſired of [grants - 
to | ed) 


leapye/bf: friendſhip 'inro Wick 
God had vouchſafed ro admit him, 
and by transferring unto the tra- 
tures che love and affection that is 
due to God on, had drawn upor 
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| God; and that for this eſſect God 
test time cogecher with ſughch 


„ PF 


hbuſineſs here to enquirę into the 
not be reconciled to fallen man 


eee * 


ed) viz. That man ſhould ren im 
to his duty, that is, che love of 


ſhould; aNow unto man 4 com 


as were necellary;for thay purpoſe. 


mid 11mbs cnbatitdouoy bad O 


us. For obtaining of chis mor- 


cy che interceſſion of a medigtor was 
neceſſary ; one WO might) prov 
cure this by his querit and fauumn 
with God. I ſhall got make m 


cauſes and rea ſous why God would! 


without the intetvention of a me- 


: diator . hat he Would not, es; 
Vimeo: for want: 
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CY mediator 'the* fallen angels» 
were precluded” from any accels' 
to the grace and favour of God. 
But che teaſon why<rhe Som of 
God, palſing by the fallen angels, 
undertook the cauſe of fallen man, 
ſtems to be partly the relation of 
ee ee meme; 'For be 
took not on him the nature of angels; 
zur the ſeed of Abrabam, Heb. fl 
16. and the vertue and efficacy 
of his incarnation, together with a 
what he did and ſuffered in the 

fleſh, began to take place imme- 
diately after man's fall, (whence 
Our mw Saviour is called the 
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Nechath purchaſed ſor us, and ve. 
Von his merits and interceſſton 
for the 3 
EePranceiot our ſervices wich 
andthe obtaining of — 
| that id good for us. 0 
Humanen ct tc cebarm 
0 12 . Becauſe the pardon which 
hriſt procured! for fallen man ls 
only conditionak, and the canditi- 
cs, which God requires of us in 
tavour (vis- That being unfeigt- 
edlly penitent for our fins} (we! 
tynxeſtore unte dim the full poſſeſ⸗ 
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Gon of our hearts, and both begin 
Sie and 


48 
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and ever continue to love Hm 
with all our ſoul) are ſuch as the 
eannot directly, immediately; aid 
at once be performed by us, Be- 
cauſe of the thick clouds of ig. 
ons wherewith ſin hath filled br 
minds; therefore ſome means muſt 
of neceſſity be preſcribed atd made 
uſe of for this end, by Wfüch, a8 
by ſteps, we may gradually aſcent 
to the perfect love of Go, Which 
throne of religion. Such meal 
hath God preſcribed in his word, 
and. by do Gang bah adopted 
them into the family'of religton. 
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tbe mord, and Wehe creates,” 
of che creatures cannot ſubſiſt to- 


0 gether 
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ether in one and the fame fub- 
5 mutually expell eacn 
the heart o m, 
For if — Sentipade. 
' love'of rby-Farber is not in hum, as 


and entire: My be (be) give. 


me thy heart, Prov. xxl. 26. Nor 
cir he allow a rival with him in 
matt ss love: as ſoon as man ad- 
mits new and ſtrange loves into 
his heart, God forſakes it as pol 
lated aud defiled· But ſuch s 
the good - will and mercy of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus towards ſtræying 
— no ſooner is the * 
22085 
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of man offered unto him pure and 
void of the love of the creatutes 
but as ſoon he is willing. to reren 
ter and dwell in it, and to flat 
wich divine light and joy. Abd 
to this mean of recovering the 
love of God do all thoſe; Precepts 
of religion belong, which forbid 
to dave, cover or ſeek after the world, 
rn 
created thing. 
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off 34+! Again, an in onder to the 
recovery of the Jove f God, the 
love of the creatures muſt be laid 
aſide; o likewiſe, that man may! 
be, freed from this love of the 


n is needſul that he ab: 
ſain, 
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faz us much as may be, from 
e eonvtr/® and uſe of the creatives, 
rhofs y chat are grateful 
ind pleaſing to the fleſh'; for be- 
ſides chat it appears unjuſt and un- 
reaſotiable; that rebels and trai- 
tors ſhould preſume to meddle 
with che divertiſements that were 
provided for dutiful and obedient 
children; ſo unſteady and frail ĩs 
human nature, ſince it was depra- 
ved by ſin, that it cannot view nor 
enjoy thoſe" delights; without be- 
ing inveigled in their love. And 
therefore it behoveth us, in our 
food coathigg, and other means 
of Hife, to reſt contented with 
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he 
be, 
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Ly o\evoid ſuch as be dalifheri 
« $80 Ns n WI mar 
„ That Which mH, 
part of our duty the mots eaſy, is 
the curſing; of che earth, and u 
defacement of, ac leaſt; ib lade 
iunary world, which by the wif 
and juſt providence of God WI 
the conſequence of Alam s fall; | 
by reaſon of which, the world, as 
it now is, diffets as much Ran be- 
ſelf, as it was before the fall; as) | 
a vile dungeon does from 4 royib 
and magnificent palace. Concer 
che Apoſtle ſpeaks, Nom. viiizaop | 
at & a2. Where he fays, Te | 
— nn 


oi 


: * 
* 2 
0 
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nech bang hy; and that at Ia, abe 


wan reature it ſelf ſhall be delivered from 
vB bondage of rorrupt ion TE men 


wh WW — love with this 
etched carcaſs of a world; what . 


Fu 1 ild chey have done, if they 
Wiel tr emen poſſeſſed it in ĩts pri- 
Wis mitive r _ GEO 
an Je E 51009 903 
h as £8 n | i 10 aotgar ved 
b. $16. Nane ne ſelf». 
I be is no leſs an enemy to the love” 


ab of God, than is that of the other 
aw | creatures, and does uſually raiſe 
ad; trophies to itſelf upon the other's 
20g | ruins, it muſt of neceſhey be put 
off alſo. And to eſtectuate this, 


i299 | ve muſt: keep up a conſtant wary. 
not 


R. 9 fare 
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fare with our corrupt nature li 
whoſe: :houghts, » counſels uid inc 
fees, are by the verdict oft G0 
himſelf; Gen. vi. 5. only and uo 
. 
muſt be. denied it, and tł 2 
for which ĩt W en 
be forced upon it. We muſt du 
nothing to gratify ir; but its mo 
tions muſt ſtill be reſiſted, to th 
| end chat ĩt being brought inti 
may never more ob- 
ſtruct or retard the operations ol 
God's Spirit, renewing man in the 
heart. And beeauſe all theſe thing 
are hard and grievous, and very 
unacceptable to our corrupt na- 
s we will never be throughly 
inclined 
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reg /olficlined/ to pat them in practice, 
hdi mil che mind being duly affect- 
fGg $avith a'forrowtful ſenſe of ſin, 
I voktifffad of its o miſery, do firit 
bone under the burden thereof, 
chibgfnd aſpire after deliverance from 
muff. And theſe means which ſerva 
aſt extinguiſh e love f the crean 
s moiFares in the hearts of men; are the 
0 the ame which: Chriſt and his Apo- | 
» int ſites do ſo frequently inculcate to 
obus in che holy Scriptures, When 
ns-offfebey enjoin us repentance, i ſelfeden 
ings eng aß dhe Helo, taking: ap of, the 
very croſs, an putting off the old man. 
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the other means of ſalva 
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Comparative T heology, 37 
-pxpeRted without rhe aſſiſtance of 
Which acteth upon the mind 
mee immediately, inſtructing, alluring, 
nee periwading and exciting it; and 
wo allo eternal, which worketh by 
prices the mediation of the outward ſen- 
b: 80 chat it is not without 


ound that the Apoſtle ſays, 1 


een n and ro do, Phil. ii. 3. For the 
obtaining of this mean, which is 


is God that worketh in us both to 


only in God's power, there is re- 
quired on our part continual pray- 
er, and a ready compliance with 
the inſpirations of the Holy Ghöſt. 
, ſaich our Lord Chriſt, and 
| — * 7. and, 


38 Cindi any” 
= not the” boly re 
* he / Apoſtle, Fpb. tv. 
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918. But i. base e 
ward manifeſtations of the 
Ghoſt do require a calm and et 
poſed mind; and the ſofrwh 
the ſweet and gentle voice o tt 
Holy Sp Spirit, teaching and ati 
; niſhing i in the bottom of the heat, 
Eannor be heard and obfervett f 
unregenerate men, becauſe of 1 
_obſtreperous toiſe arid din of ts 
ering and tumultuating pafſiods 
_ ang Jufts: cherefore it became fle- 

to call in the affſtace ff 
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og, luch as might 
to 
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the mind through the extern 
e For this xeaſon God 2 
the Prophets, (to whom he had 

LT 


Alt manifeſted himſelf, part 
Ke en the) et, 


ae to their fan- 
27 5 og ” « roks, wh 
migh 
Sar, NEW adm dmoniſh ht may 
me, conce oſe thin 
5 Re GR r TAs 4 
And whereas, ; Adam's fall 
Aan dwards, AIP, Froving 
wore, brogk! ng. out into 
Wege kinds, of fig, 55 ng 
ew, primes ta the = d vices, 
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i Comparative Theology. 
became expedient, that Cod f 
warn them of their danger by er 
advertiſements from time to time 
and that he ſhobld multipty 2 
recepts according to the diver 

of the fins whereby men ighel. 

- Fandly and — y ſtayel 
3 the way of — ; Une 
1 che Wickednef of men 
Deing rllen to an extraordihaf 
i his che revelations of tid 


Prophets not being able to path | 
ſtop thereunto, the only begetten 
Son of God, in his great love to 
ranking, putting on our "moral 


enen — 4 


I feftly inftruQtthem in all that co 
ö gejved their ſalxation, and in a fta 
For ye a oY es 
ye beat abdut with us, might lead 
oeh a like as is neceſſarily to b 
. 12a by All who thall be faved : that 
ſo, by e ſenfible experiment, he 
might convince us, that a Chriſty 
en life is not. impoſſible. to our 
frailty, when fortified. with the 
aids of divine grace; and finally, 
might lay down his life for expi- 
ating the ſins of men, : 2 ge N 
c õοh, 697% 

ig. Alco thewhole-doBine\. 
of religion, comprehending the 
diſcouiles, and deportment of Je- 


ſus Christ, — with the rer 
145 — 
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velations of the Prophets and the 
| Apoſtles, is recorded in the Wo 
prures, as in publick regiſters; : 
by his meaps is, might be far 
near diffuled thronghout the world, 
The Scriptures therefore ble 
ſary, that the precepes 91 religion, 
and the means of falyatjon, alres- 
&y mes, "ew * made kaoyy 


unto men. *. 
Gian wont 


ba 157120 831 © 


29, Ant theſe are nor yet 
ihe expedicnts that God harhm mal 
uſe of, for rendring man's Terurg 
10 bis lou, and his way to.ſalv 
nien, the mere, plain and, 4 12 
1 all chat ee 


WATT 
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LE der ts their ſalvation, be fo 
fully and plaigly delivered in the 
Scriptures, chat all, who are deſi- 
tous to learn them, may, with' 4 
due application; eaſily there diſco- 
vet them: Yet there be many who 
do nor. apply themſelves to the 
reading of the Scriptures ; matry 
who, blinded with pteſodier, ate 
flow to underſtand that which they 
do read; others are remiſs and 
gligenr in performing what they 
o underſtand; and even they, who 
155 begun 80 tread in the paths 
of life, do many times through 
inadvyertency ſtep aſide, or by the 
violence of temprations are p 
T a\vay tte the Way of fin, and, 
. B4 | being 


vmpara ive Theology 
being once fallen into it 
ſecurely in it. To remed 
evils, — etlients 
were provided. Puſtors were uf 
pointed, 'whoſe office it is td 
truct, admonith, reprove atid cg 
' fole.) Religibus Sofietits of Chis 
| Kians, or Charches, were inſtitutedj 
25 uſeful for this end; that Chi 
t lans might be helpful to one un 
other, in promoting the como 
work of cheir fal vation, by inſtroct. 
ing the ignorant, reclaiming ſuch 
as do err from the truth; raiſivg 
up thoſe that are caſt down; quick- 
ning che luke warm; 'rebilking 
thoſe that commit fin, and Avid 


1 lach ag be patumacious/” Re 
= ligious 
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ans 1 mawgainrs 
a Sacraments, were mnitituny 


which though they do great- 
is to the promoting of 
riſtiaps in faith and true holi- 
veſs, do yet notwithſtanding ma 
vitettly ſuppoſe Pafors and Crs 
fan Sacictias, and may be conſi- 
dered by us as ſanctions of thoſe 
laws whereby Paſtors and Church: 
es are authoriſed, .to, which We 
mult give obedience, or be depriy 
yedl ol the benefit of publick wor- 
ſhip; and of the comfort of the Sar 
cpaments.,, And laſt of all, roche 


end char the publick affairs of 65 
very, Church might be rightly ads 
miviſtred, chat is, chat every thing 
zi | By mige 


tight de done decently 701 
der, and that communfot tilig 
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ie g. 94 | Dea 89 
© Gar. Thus have! ti Sy, 
turned over the whot thain of N 
Lion, beginning at the Ehen dk. 
ree thereof, viz. THE LOVE Oh 
. OD, DTT alone is ſougbt ak 
erjeiielt for itſelf; deſcen 
"From this to the Ame a mea 
' Wheteby it is arcatned, and from 
them to ſuch as be 15h, Win 


until at laſt we come to the muff 


remote of alt. "This ab6unt, hich 
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Ihave,given of reli ai 
With, a fn heb any 


4 e 1 may eaft p | 

Joy what — 
[ſem of religion; how one 
ac ands related to ſuch other 
N above, as a mean to 
; and to ſuch as are below 
i as * to the means ; and 
YÞ 2 of neceſliry every 
to be held, Bux, ior 
| of beginners, Hall pros 
one or things 

in, chis cr mom of n 

ene == * 
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able difference between xhari, 
or the /ove of God, and all the other 
parts of religion: among which 
it hath the pre- æmiiience, becauſt 
it alone is deſired for itſelf," aud 
all the reſt are inſtituted for itz 
_ \{ake; that, by their means an 
ſubſerviency, mankind, Which was 
tterous love of the creatures, may 
again be reduced to the love which 
they owe unto God. And chus 
— — mr 
means; agreeable rhe Apoltlss 
plain inſtruction, The end of «the 
\- _— \Eph.iv. 


11. 
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11. Now, as the wooden frames 
and ſcaffolds;- that are uſed in 
building are taken away when 
then no longet uſeſul; ſo when 
the loverof 'God ſhall be perſectet 
in the hearts of thoſe that ate tb 
be ſaved, then Sacraments, Paſtors, 
Churches, the holy Scriptutes the 
tenouneing of the world, the moi 
tifyxing of che fleſh, fepentanoe, 
faith, and all the other parts of i 


ligion that are diſtinet Now ee 
Tiry, ſniall ceaſe d asg the ume = | 


poltle teachech us, 1 C IHS. 
Charity (ſaitir he) never fab: 
—— 
* A 
7 p 


* | 
' #bey ſhall ceaſe; whether Ibero de 
ande, it foal} wanjhh" away, 
mp ben that which is perfalf it cane, 
her that which is in part hall 
ane away; Now abilleth faith, 
© Pops, charity; but the greateſhef 

ß eren 8 — 
vo} ill AA (3552 0030 

5 gaz eee eee 
gliligesely obſerved in this ſeheme, 

geonderneth thoſe pares of religion 

chap axe diſtinct from charity, their 

difference among themſelves as 

a 9 RihrTo pgs 
bac. And in this reſpect they are 
Rd in a three: fold difference. 
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_ are» nueſſiry; and withal ſure and 


infallibue e others (a.) are indeed 
 necoſſaryy but not ſure and infallibie, 


and others, (3.) finally, are neither 
ſure und infallille, nor abſolutely 


the Mediator; repent auce, the mor- 


 tifying. of the currupt nature, or the 


ald man; the r-youncing of the world 


wich all its pomps and vanities ; 
and, finally, the weaning of the 
uxart from the impure love of the 
world and all the creatures; 
which being once rooted ont, 


the love of God ſucceeds, and is 


kindled up and lied abroad in 
the heart by the Holy: Ghoſt. 


1 "© 1 
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$2 Comparative Thedloghy 
All theſe be indiſpen/ably' neciſſauy 
for tecoveting the love of God, 
and they have a ſute and infallible 
mediate or immediate connexion 
therewith: In the ſecond rank ſtand 
 *he boly Strigtures, which, for rea- 
ſons already expreſſed, are np 
-nereſſary;' that men may attain to 
the knowledge of ſich things as 
in concerns them to know and 
opractiſe, in order to their ſalyati- 
on. Which nevertheleſs is not ſo 
to be under ſtood, as if thoſe, who 
were once well acquainted with 
the doctrine of religion delivered 


in the holy Scriptures, could not 
9 live 2 Chriſtan life 
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us Angn/tine writes in his treatiſe 
of Chriftian dorine, lib. 1. ch. 30 
4 A a man grounded in faich, 
them ſtedfaſtly, needs notiahe 
4 Scriptures, except it be fot the 
« jnſtruction of others 3 thus by 
theſe three many live in the de- 
ce think that in them is fulfilled 
'« that ſaying; bet ber ſbere qe 
(© propbeciat, tbey ſpall fail; or 
e tongues, they ſpall ccaſe; or no- 
3 it ball be deſtroyed, &c. 
But though the Scriptures be n- 
ceſſary in the degtee F have men- 
tioned; yet are they not ſure and 
„elle wenns of ſalvation :fee- 
ts By ing 


ing very many of thoſe who: dave 
them, and read them daily, c. 
Mort of it z not lor any lault in 
the Seripeures, but in the perſons 
themſelves, who take no care to 
Order their lives and manners 20 
<ording e in them 
wacky | „ulli 20 

W fa: nn ani 


1:9 Jap In e ee of means 
of ſalvation, which are neither ne- 
ceſſary nor ſure and infallible, are 
included Pafers, religious ſocie- 
dies or Churc ec, Sacrament i, pu- 
"del Weybip; lente Puuyor 
ne, and if there be 
any other inſtitired by Cod- tor 
loa; whine ary ä 


903 9 * 
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may be reaped 5, yet this will not 
male them abſolutely-and. ĩudiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to ſalvation: 
For it is certain, that ſuch; as have 
— 5 B 10 | the 


ave | to:lears, or keep in-mind; or pra- 
in | Riſe, the duties of religion, that 
tin are fully and clearly delivered ip 
Ons the Scriptures, That theſe have 
a- with the ſal vation of men, is mare 
em erident than to want either pro 
10 or illuſtration. And | alchough 
3 Chriſtians ought not to neglect or 
are - becauſe they are preſcribed by 
-- them many excellent advantages 
ror 
be 

tor 
ied 

to 
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the Seriptures, if they ei 
and diligemly peruſe them, 
both diſcover the way of ſalvatiz 
Ste rnarked out in them; and h- 
ving found it, may begin to width 
in it; anch by the aſſiſtanee f 
Cocks grace, may conftantly 
vere therein, until at laſt they work 
out their falvarion't altbotigh they 
Eve in ſuch a corner of che World, 
where they have no opportunitiee, 
either of Preachers, whom they 
may hear; or of Chutches, to 
which they may join themſelves z 
ox -(hy; conſequence) of Sacra- 
ments, of which they may par- 
take. Of this we have notable 
ſtances } in an of the Hermites, 


par- 
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— E. 
particiilarly. Ju Paul, the firſt of 
them; whohaving peſſad his whole 
time; from his. blooming youth to 
am extreme old age, in a remote 


daſert, without the company ot ſo- 


ciety of any man, except Anthony 
with whom he converſed 
time, and that nat long 
before his death, hath deſervedly 
obtained a great reputation for, pi 
erx in e of Chriiſt. 
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dons ſeveral material propiyiths 
Ad duced from the proceeding. uad 
.. - Ptions of this T h yo Hu 
alſdern brtuiat thee fundumeuia 

; ans not fundamental 3 and bel mixt 
duemmaule, dangerous, ava harm 
0 errard. I WN ν Oni 
bus edominic ii en bambeh a 
$2. 5. Hb laid down the ge- 
neral idea of this The: 

ol together with the more di- 
ſtinct and particular explication 
chereof, 1 come. now to the ma- 
2 and weighty propoſitious, and 
rules, and concluſions WW 


L. 
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be deduded from. this dostrine. 
And indeed fa various and mani» 
fold is the uſe of this Compardtive 

explajued)” both in u private lite, 
the Church; it abeunds wirh fo 
many uſeful rules and. inſtructions 
for every kind of life, that iv would 
be hard to rockon up all that might 
be deduced from it by ſerious and 
attentive meditation. I ſhall in- 
ſtance only in a few for a trial. 

id 9101@ ch He g0 (6 
5g all Firſt hen by this doctrine 
— — it plainly 
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vouy and goodwill toward f len 
man. And the reaſon why God 
3 Yor 


to be obſerved by all that wonld 
be ſaved; is nor, that he might er 
erciſe his authority over men, or 
be avenged on them; but becauſe 
there is no other ſaſe and ſecure 
way of- raifing them to a true 
and laſting happineſs; defides chat 
preſcribe. ' God might indeed: by 


;.. reſtored 


| 
L 


feſtoret} man, who was falleh ins 
to ſin atid miſery, unto his origis: 
hal holy and happy ſtate, with 
out the intervention of a edit inai 
and the notable inſtance of inſta⸗ 
dility and inconſtancy which r 
dam had given; do evidently dif 
tover that nothing was to be e 
pected this way but that dam 
having lightly eſcaped ſo great 4 
danger, would have been the mots = 
preſumptuous to offend again ot 
if his experience had made him 
children would readily have el 
pied into his fin aud miſery. S 
that if this method had been t 
25 Oer ken 
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ken for recovering fallen 
is probable that Adam on 5 
have been ſaved by it) Fr. 
reaſon it was more n 
od, to grant unto fallen at 
grels and D 4 
of happineſs by the way. of 
tense only 3, which, though. 75 
the mare difficult Vet it is the 
moi ſaße and infallible, For b 
thaſe who come to great 
_ by ſucceſſion 10 their pr 
rents, or by the bounty, of their 
Prince, are more probably incltr 
dad to ſquander awaycheix wealth, 
chan others, Who haye aqui 
_ — * n 
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— pinching — of want and 

etty; ſo it is not to be doubt 
d. but thoſe men who have with 
aſibulty wreſtled out of the deep 
gulf of ſin and miſety, and have 
come to happineſs by the tough; 
wiicaſy” and narrow way of penis 
tenct, will prove far more conſtant 
in the love of their Creator, atid 
more firm and reſolute in fuſtaits 
ing and tepelling the affaults of 
temptarions; than was either 4 
dim, who was cteated in a ſtats 
of Klicky, or chan hls poſteriry 
would have been, in caſe that hap⸗ 
had been by ſucceſſion f 
0 them from Ham. 
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pour, after they have felt the *q 


guy — 
red, Might not Cod haye Hefte 
rod man immediate by aſter is, 
fall; and, — 
firmed bim alſo in grace 
lineſs,-and put him out of 
ger of falling again any mobe, lo 
tis he ſnould not have 
ward obnoxious unto ſin, u ino 
than the glorious angels f I ane 
ſwer, That a confirmed fate of graze 
and boline(s. is 1 
reward of a previous and 
conſtancy and firmneſs in the 
af God: That it was granted — 
r 
— — 


nes . given 


In: IN cor" fnned, till aſter a competen 

nne of trial faichfully ſpent in the 
be of God: finally, That it is 
vor poſſible chat a reaſonable crea- 
aue can attain to a conſummated 
ue of perfection by any other 
vy, Without infringing its liber- 
ty, Which God will 1 er 
cee 1 4 


as 6; For woch i is the mike 

=iberty, that without hurt and pre- 
adice to itſelf, it cannot allow, 
under its conduct, eſpecially the 
win, ſhoyld be determined by any 
other principle chan itſelf, in their 


r T2 applica- 


Hated to this rather than the 
other ſuitable object, after this xz 
ther than the other manner. Ves 
vertheleſs it will fufter itſelf to be 
fixed and bound, either to good 
or evil, by cords of its On ma- 
king. Such are the habit 

abe ec 
erciſes of the acts of love, de 
fire, complacency, en joyment, and 
the like, upon the ſame objects: 
whereby a man finds himſelf puſh» 
ed forward to the love, deſire and 
enjoyment of thoſe objects; and 
drawn back when he offers to {6 
parate and wirhdraw his affectiont 
From them; ſo that, without dif- 
1 a and violence done to hims 


V fi. | ſelf, 
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